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North Carolina Council of Chapters 

Teleconference 

30 June 2016 

The meeting was called to order at 2000 by President Doug Ehrhardt.  Roll call was conducted by 
Secretary Carol Aljets and attendance was sufficient to form a quorum and conduct business. 

The first topic discussed was our 3rd Quarterly NC COC Council meeting on 12-13 August 2016 in Blowing 
Rock, NC.  The cut-off date for making reservations at the Meadowbrook Inn is 12 July.  There is more 
information on this meeting on the calendar on the website. 

There have been two individuals who have been diagnosed with Legionnaires Disease and the only 
common denominator was the use of the hot tub at the Meadowbrook Inn.  This is being looked into 
and if there was a problem it should be taken care of long before our meeting.  If there is a problem they 
will let us know but it is a great place and they have been keeping Doug informed.  The results of testing 
by the state will be back by 7 July.   

There are still some chapters that have not used the Fifty Year Commemorative Exhibit on the Vietnam 
War.  It has been very successful for every chapter that has utilized it.  The information is on the website 
and Ed Baisden has custody of the display when not in use.  Doug’s chapter will be working with the 
Museum of Ashe County History when his chapter gets the Vietnam information.  This will be 20 
September 2016 and they are hoping to reach out to the 2,500 veterans in the area. 

Gary Marlar, COC 3rd Vice President, has done an excellent job of researching different areas for the next 
Biannual NC COC meeting.  He looked into river cruises but they tend to be very expensive due to the 
low number of passengers on the ships.  Also they usually leave from one port and debark from another 
port at the end of the river or their destination.  The costs on cruises ranged from $1,000 per person to 
$1,820 per person for window cabins.  The suggested land alternatives include Williamsburg, VA which is 
$750 per person, Charleston, SC which is $650 per person and Savannah, GA which is $650 per person.  
The dates recommended are mid-April or late September. The above prices are based on 
accommodations in historic district; breakfast daily/2 dinners; sightseeing packages and meeting space.  
Price determination is difficult without knowing specific dates, conference facility and program 
requirements, approximate number of attendees, etc.  However, prices have been estimated using last 
year’s convention at the High Hampton Inn as a basis.  The agenda for Colonial Williamsburg would be: 

 Day 1 Check-In Williamsburg Lodge 

  Welcome Reception and Dinner at Lodgeon the venue 

 Day 2 Breakfast at Lodge  

  Meeting 

  Afternoon free for tours of Williamsburg or golf (optional) 

  Dinner at King’s Arms Tavern (with Fife and Bugle Corps Escort) 

 Day 3 Breakfast at Lodge  
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  Meeting 

  Afternoon free for tours of Colonial Williamsburg or golf (optional)  

  Cocktails and Dinner at Lodge with guest speaker 

 Day 4 Breakfast at Lodge  

  Depart 

Price:  $1570 per couple includes deluxe rooms at Williamsburg Lodge (3 nights), meals and cocktails as 
indicated, entrance to all Colonial Williamsburg exhibits, meeting room space, taxes, service charges and 
gratuities.  The only optional item is golf (priced approximately $140 per round). 

George Brudzinski, Treasurer, sent out three budget reports.  One report was the Profit & Loss and 
another the Budget vs. Actual from January through June 2016.  This explains some of the monies 
expected but not received at this point and the monies that were donated to the USO and purchases 
made.  The third report was on the Statement of Financial Position as of June 30, 2016.  The total assets 
are $11,586.79 and total liabilities and equity are $11,586.79.  George also produced a Profit & Loss 
Statement for the same dates.  The total NC COC Income is $3,198.50 and total expenses are $2,069.87 
and the Net Income is $1,128.63. 

Legislative matters report was sent in as an attachment to the information for this meeting.  Harley 
Ellinger, 2nd Vice President, did an excellent job of composing a list of both national and state 
information in his report.  These minutes will only give a couple from each list and you can find the 
entire list on the NC COC website. 

National Issues: 

 No changes in the Commissary System. 
 Protect Fort Bragg’s rapid deployment capability. 
 Expand military spouse’s employment opportunities with the Federal government. 
 Information will be sent to Chapter Legislative Representatives and then they can hopefully 

make appointments with their Congressional Representative during the month of August.  
Liaisons should keep Harley informed of their status concerning getting to see their 
Representative. 

State Issues: 

 HB114 (Bailey Patton) is still alive, but not in this legislative session. 
 HB256 – Veteran’s handicapped license plate passed and should be signed shortly. 
 HB842 – Medicaid waiver protection (positive committee report). 

Jeri Graham, Vice Commander NCVC and Chairperson, Legislative Committee, also submitted an 
excellent report on state regulations.  She said that she is learning how important the power of 
individual advocacy is such as that used by National MOAA.  If we work together and let our presence be 
known we all can have a great impact on issues affecting Military and Veterans Issues.  Go to the 
website to find her information paper.  Vern Pike offered to help her with her grass-roots movement.  
But she will be needing more in the future. 
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David Lee, 1st Vice President and Membership Chairman, gave his report on membership.  He is working 
on developing streamers for membership awards.  He has a checklist to evaluate their membership 
program.  This will be added to Doug’s e-newsletter that he will be sending out soon. 

Eastern Carolina (NC 03) is having membership problems and also the problem of getting enough active 
members.  NC COC is looking to help with a Rescue and Recovery.  Doug has actively been looking at 
what help National MOAA can give.  Jack Overman offered to help by getting in touch with individuals at 
Seymour Johnson Air Base to see if he could get help from them. 

Doug wants to include information from each chapter that wants to speak at quarterly meetings but this 
information has to be sent to him before the meeting.  It can be in any reasonable form that your 
chapter is able to create. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Doug Ehrhardt     Carol Aljets 

President     Secretary 

 


